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Shannons insurance is for motoring enthusiasts just like you, with features like:

n Choice of repairer   n Agreed value   n Multi-Vehicle & Multi-Policy discounts
n Limited Use & Club Plate cover   n Laid up cover   n One excess free 
windscreen claim per year   n Total Loss Salvage options   n Home Contents 
Insurance including $10,000 enthusiast cover for your collectables & tools      
n Towing & storage costs as a result of loss or damage   n Pay by the month 
premiums at no extra cost

Call Shannons on 13 46 46 for a quote on your special car, daily drive, bike or 
your home, and speak with a genuine enthusiast.

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS  |  CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE  |  SHANNONS.COM.AU

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. Some benefits only apply to comprehensive vehicle cover. Shannons has not 
taken account of your objectives, financial situation or needs. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance. Contact us for a copy.

“ N O  O N E  K N O W S  Y O U R

P A S S I O N  L I K E  S H A N N O N S.”

Memberships:
Full membership is open to any owner of a HDT 
Commodore, Calais or Statesman built between 1980 
and 1988.

All must bear a build # issued by HDT, whilst Peter 
Brock owned HDT.

Fees are $95 per year, plus a $10 (one off) joining 
fee. Renewals are payable yearly and are due on 
31st March each year. Associate Membership is 
also available to any PAST financial member of the 
BCOAA, who no longer owns a Brock.
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PO Box 555, Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
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Happy New Year and welcome to the 2020 
season of celebrating all things HDT and 
Brock in particular. Cheers and keep 
on Brockin’. There are many Milestones 

throughout the coming months, culminating at 
Brocktober celebrating the 40th Anniversary of not 
only the beginning of the Special Vehicles venture, but 
also Commodores’ first Touring Car Championship 
win along with the Bathurst victory of Brock and 
Richards.

Who would have thought, that along with the 
financial support of the Dealer network, mainly 
Vin Keane, that the thought to produce some Hot 
Rodded Dunny Doors to get some cash together so 
HDT could continue racing at Australia’s highest 
level, that it would be the beginning of OZ’s love affair 
with road going rockets carrying both the HDT and 
HSV badging. Realistically, Brock, Harves and the 
rest could in no way have envisaged how huge this 
would become, with the average punter on the street, 
leading into the Blue Chip investment our beasts have 
manifested in to.

Great news at the Annual Australia Day honours, 
with John Harvey collecting a well overdue Order 
of Australia Medal for his services to Motorsport. In 
my minimal interactions with Harves, he has been 
very friendly, approachable and humble. The great 
man also found a horn button off one of the original 
RoC cars that he found in his desk, whilst working 
for Patterson Cheney Ringwood, as their HSV 
ambassador and Advanced Driving guru, then handed 
it over for me to keep. He is a National Treasure. 
No doubt, his teachings kept many a high powered 
Commodore from becoming another high speed piece 
of roadside garden art.

I will never forget his driving at Lang Lang, at the 
HDT/HSV Nationals in 1995, where both he and 
Brock took some lucky owners for some spirited laps 
of the flat track at the base of the banked track. With a 
car load each in the latest release VS GTS Hydra-trak 
offerings, they showed a Master-Class of car control 
in treacherous conditions, with Slug showing his 
Speedway prowess, really showing his old Boss up for 
mine, with some skilled opposite lock shenanigans.

 

Brocktober at Bathurst is happening. The deposit for 
accommodation at Rydges Mt Panorama has been 
paid and the dates are set. October 16th to 18th. 
There is a deposit form included in the mag so if you 
want to get that into us ASAP , that would be much 
appreciated!

We have locked in a Guest Speaker for our April 
meeting. Rob Tribiani, Holden’s Chief Dynamics 
Engineer. Some of you would be aware of his 
achievements, most notably, his unbeaten Lap record 
at Nordschleiffe ( Nurburgring ), in a VF SSV Redline 

ute. Please come along and make him feel welcome 
and it will be fantastic to hear his take on that and 
other unbelievable achievements. Thanks to Adrian 
Anderson for arranging this!!

Tickets are still available for Historic Phillip Island on 
the 6th to the 8th of March. Give me a call if you’re 
interested. I, along with Steve Garth will be taking 
people around the circuit on both Saturday and 
Sunday for charity if you’re keen. Hope to see as many 
of you there, for display over the weekend!!

Congratulations also to Adrian and Leah on their 
recent marriage. From the images and videos that 
have been posted on Socials, it looked to be an 
amazing day and fantastic celebration.

STOP PRESS……..

GM has announced they intend to cease the Holdens’ 
brand at the end of 2020. I, along with most of you 
will be sad to see the demise of the Mighty Lion. This 
is a shock, but not entirely unexpected, given the 
garbage they have been dishing out to us wearing the 
proud Logo, since ceasing production in Australia. 

Ash has penned an email to Government officials, 
voicing concerns for the Archives and vehicles owned 
by Holdens’ that could be shipped to the United 
States. We need to keep this in Australia, as it is part of 
our Heritage. I’ll leave it for you to read his plea.

Cheers

Bondy

President’s Report Andrew Bond
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Greetings Brockaholics. 

So if you haven’t’ heard already, we are 
heading to Bathurst again this year for 
BROCKTOBER.  Last time there in 2017 

was to celebrate the 30 year anniversary of PB’s last 
Bathurst win in the Mobil VL.  It was actually my first 
Brocktober with the club, it was a HUGE weekend and 
absolutely amazing to see so many cars in the same 
place.

This year’s driving factor is the 40 year anniversary 
of HDT Special Vehicles putting out the first of 
what would become over 4200 cars during Pedro’s 
stewardship.  The mighty VC Brock is a car that 
should be celebrated along with the formation of the 
HDTSV, back in 1980 the future was bright and PB 
put together a formula that would kick start our love 
for the road cars he would go on to produce.

So I encourage you all to start saving the pennies, get 
those jobs you’ve been putting off done on the car and 
get your backside trackside at Mount Panorama to 
enjoy what should be a great weekend.  Personally I’d 
like to see a similar rollup from the 2017 event where 

we had over 80 cars, I’d be ecstatic to see if we could 
top that and would love to see those that missed out 
last time not to miss out again.

Back in November we were invited by Mobil to 
attend a car show on the foreshore of sunny Altona in 
Melbourne.  Mobil Altona refinery is celebrating their 
70th year of production and it was a great event with 
a good turn out from VIC members.  The Hobson 
Bay Men’s shed, who Mobil Altona is a financial 
supporter of, also had their members cars out with a 

Vice-President’s Report Ashley Steers

great variety to take in whilst the festivities were on.  
Team Walkinshaw Andretti United brought out the 
transporter and several racercars and racecar replica 
were on show, along with Scott Pye who talked to and 
took questions from the crowd.  It was a great social 
day out.

The Director is getting a bit of a birthday at the 
moment.  Had a niggling little issue with a roller 
rocker on the Brocktober weekend at Echuca, which 
continued to be persistent when I went to the Mobil 
day in November.  So, decided it would be time to give 
the engine a freshen up hoping to have her ready and 
back on the road by the time Phillip Island Historics 
rolls around in March.  Looking forward to getting 
back behind the wheel let me tell you.  As I mentioned 
before it’s jobs like these that are better done ahead of 

the trip to Bathurst this year, hopefully not everyone 
is doing an engine rebuild though, but you get what I 
mean.

I’d like to welcome aboard John Collins who has 
taken up the mantle for Events in VIC.  Good things 
to come from JC I’m sure.  We managed to get the 
member numbers to our second attempt for this years 
AGM and the committee remains largely unchanged 
with the exception of JC joining.  Positions available 
are Magazine editor and Merchandise officer at this 
stage.  Looking for a couple of members to put up 
their hands to help us out in these areas.  Please reach 
out if you have any questions about these roles where 
you can make a contribution for the club.

Cheers from the Steers
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Secretary’s 
Report

Treasurer’s 
Report

| Kaye O’Hara | Michael O’Hara

As usual, there isn’t a lot to report from me. All 
members should have received their last magazine 
containing a copy of the AGM minutes – if you have 
any queries regarding the minutes please let me know.

Well, it looks like being a good year ahead! We are 
looking at inviting several guest speakers to our bi-
monthly meetings in Victoria, and with a new events 
co-ordinator in John Collins we’re also looking to get 
out and about some more as well, building up of course 
to the big one in October with Brocktober at Bathurst 
where we will be celebrating several  40th anniversary 
milestones for our cars and for HDT Special Vehicles.

On a more personal note, we along with several other 
club members, took part in a bushfire relief run in 
January, donating supplies to the bushfire-affected 
areas in East Gippsland. The run was organised by 
Colin Crane from the Torana Legends Social Cruisers 
club, with the “cost” of entry  being  a donation of 
non-perishable food, toiletries, and a bag of pet 
food. All supplies were taken to a distribution centre 
in Traralgon for sorting and onforwarding to their 
eventual recipients. It was great to drive down with 
John Collins, and to catch up there with Rob and 
Ariana in their sexy new Camaro, and also with Matt 
Hall who brought the Group 3 out for a run. 

As always, I look forward to seeing you out and about 
with the cars!

Regards - Kaye

Hi everyone,

I hope everyone is well.

Currently the bank account balance stands at 
$5,944.23. There are currently no outstanding invoices 
to be paid. We have paid a deposit to Rydges in 
Bathurst to secure rooms for Brocktober; we will be 
asking members who are interested in attending to 
pay a deposit to secure your room and place. More 
information will be sent out with the next monthly 
Bulletin and also included in the next magazine (due 
out in February) with details of the amount of the 
deposit to be paid and the due date for payment. 
Looking forward to a good response – those of us 
who attended Brocktober at Bathurst in 2017 had 
an absolute blast, and I’m sure everyone who didn’t 
attend has heard plenty of stories about how great a 
weekend it was!

Regards - Michael O’Hara

Membership
| Janine Bond

Happy New Year everyone. Hope you all had a 
wonderful Christmas and New Year and are buckling 
up seat your belts in readiness for the year ahead!!

Bring on October 2020!!!!  If you haven’t already 
heard we are heading back to the Mount to celebrate 
the beginning of our Special Vehicles. This year 
marks the 40th Anniversary of HDT Special Vehicles 
and the first Touring Car Championship win for 
the Commodore. I for one am very excited at the 
opportunity to return to Mount Panorama. Our last 
trip to the Mount as a Club in 2017 was an absolute 
blast. I am looking forward to catching up with 
everyone from our wide spread member base – QLD 
to Tassie, WA to NSW and all those in between. Who 
can forget last time, the site of so many Brocks in the 
one majestical place? For those who were unable to 
make it in 2017 start saving your pennies and mark it 
in your calendar. Details and deposit form included in 
this month’s magazine so don’t waste anytime in filling 
it out and paying your deposit to secure your spot in 
this years event.

We finished 2019 with our Victorian Christmas club 
run to the Kilcunda Pub. First meeting in Cranbourne 
from there making our way to Grantville where we 

met up with one of our newest members, Dylan 
Innes and his family, for their first family cruise with 
the Club. From Grantville we took the scenic route 
heading out on the Grantville-Glen Alvie Rd over the 
hills towards Wonthaggi. El Presidente, leading the 
way was in for a bit of spirited fun (some things don’t 
change) soon realizing he was on his own with Dylan 
deciding that his VC needed some new shockers 
before it would be up for the challenge. All arrived 
safely at the Killy pub and after checking out each 
others cars like we had never seen them before it was 
time to settle in for lunch and  a quiet drink or two. As 
always the food was great and a good time was had by 
all. 

Now to membership. We had 136 Members at the end 
of December 2019 with no new members since my 
last report. There have several enquiries already for 
2020 so watch this space as we may have some more 
new members coming our way very soon.

Till next time Cheers
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Webmaster
| Jasmina King

Have you heard we are heading back to BATHURST 
for BROCKTOBER!!!!! Is anyone else as excited 
as we are?!?!?! We will be kids free and that makes 
it even more exciting, unless our baby sitters pull 
out. We absolutely can’t wait to be heading out once 
again, especially as we get to catch up with you all and 
super excited to see more of the NSW and QLD crew, 
and of course let’s not forget our amazing SA group 
that always makes the big trip! The most amazing 
part about the weekend for me, someone that isn’t a 
massive car person, is catching up and meeting every 
single person that is in attendance. I get super excited 
about that, as I believe that is what makes our club so 
amazing, the amazing members!

We have been a bit quiet on the car club front as we 
recently welcomed our second child, little Ajla, born 
in November 2019 and we couldn’t be happier, well 
minus the sleepless nights! Plus Lukas is 3 already and 
of course is a typical little boy that is full of energy and 
certainly keeps us on our toes. 

On a Website note, I have been busily working with 
the web developers, and then of course I had Ajla and 
then the Christmas period put a halt on the progress. 
We are hoping to have the next lot of updates through 

soon and its one more step closer into the right 
direction. I can’t wait to bring you all a one stop shop 
for our amazing club with this website!

Absolutely looking forward to seeing and maybe 
sharing a wine or two with as many of you as possible 
at Brocktober.

Cheers Jas
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Upcoming Events
National Event

16-18 Oct BROCKTOBER - Mt Panorama, Bathurst NSW 
40 years since the creation of HDT Special Vehicles.
The first ATCC win and Bathurst win for Commodore
www.bcoaa.com

VIC Calendar

16 Apr 
11 Jun 
13 Aug 
29 Oct 
10 Dec

Monthly meeting dates
Shannons Showroom, Corporate Drive Heatherton 
* Special guest speaker at April Meeting: Rob Tribiania, Lap record holder in a Holden VF 
Commodore SSV Utility at Nurburgring, Holdens’ suspension and dynamics Engineer

23 Feb Mobil 70th Anniversary Open day 
Afternoon session, early dinner at Rob and Ariana’s Pizza Societe

5-8 Mar Phillip Island Classic 
40th Anniversary of HDT Special Vehicles.  
HDT /HSV display at Gino’s Pizza Cowes from 5.00 pm Friday 6th March Club display on pit 
walk area, main straight. Charity laps in RoC Commodores, Historic Racing cars, Legends of 
Motorsport in attendance, Market stalls, Parade laps ( to be confirmed ), Display tickets with 
discounted entry available from Andrew Bond. Be quick, limited passes available.

Friday 6th – Sunday 8th – Phillip Island Historics. The club has been allocated 20 tickets for 
reduced price entry over the weekend so it’s definitely first in, best dressed. As 2020 is the 
40th anniversary of  
1) HDT Special Vehicles  
2) specifically, HDT VC Commodores and ROC VC’s, and  
3) PB’s first Bathurst win in a Commodore

Let’s get those Brocks out and proud for this one! As usual, we’ll be displaying on both 
Saturday and Sunday, and all varieties of HDT Commodores are wanted to really feature the 
marque. Convoy details for Saturday TBA in due course.

QLD Calendar

1 Mar Car Run – Mt Warning Volcano Caldera
Another new route but without any dirt this time. Meet at Iron & Resin Garage10.00am for a 
good coffee and good chat for 11.00am departure to Murwillumbah, Billinudgel and Brunswick 
Heads incorporating the majestic curves of the Ols Pacific Hwy, Burringbar Range.
https://www.facebook.com/IronandResinAus/

15 Mar Lakeside Tribute 
In 2019 the Lakeside Tribute was cancelled due to Council and Noise Restriction Issues, 
however in 2020 they are back racing at Lakeside Park! So come and show your support for 
an iconic track!
https://qldraceways.com.au/competition/headline-events/lakeside-tribute

29 Mar Happy Lap - QR

12 Apr Car Run – The Dugie 
Dugandon, The quintessential Queensland Country Pub just outside of Boonah. Convoys 
from Brissy and Gold Coast to The Dugie for lunch together. 
https://www.dugandanhotel.com.au

10 May Historic Warwick - one of two annual National Meetings at Morgan Park organised by the 
Historic Racing Car Club of Queensland (HRCC). A very busy weekend of racing, regularity 
trials and supersprints with an enthusiastic crowd. 44 on-track events, lots of fast, tight racing 
among more than 150 entrants with drivers from Victoria, South Australia, New South Wales 
and all parts of Queensland.
https://www.hrcc.org.au/autumn%20historics.htm

31 May Car Club Meeting - MCM Holden Day 
Join in with the HSVOC QLD on their major annual car
show. New venue this year and a load of Brock Commodores.
https://www.hsvowners.com.au/event/muscle-car-masters-save-thedate/?
instance_id=820

14 Jun QR Two Days Of Thunder 
With some of the loudest, fastest and most awe inspiring categories thundering around the 
track - this is not one of theevents you want to miss in 2019! Come join us June 21st-23rd 
2019. Featuring Australian Trans Am, Touring Cars Group N, the QLD Touring Car
Championship and Production Utes.
https://qldraceways.com.au/competition/headline-events/two-days-of-thunder

5 Jul Muscle on the Mountain - Maleny 
This event is not all about the cars, it was set up to bring people together, show off their pride 
and joy and to build awareness of Men’s Health. The first event began in 2010 with 150 cars. 
Over the years it has built in popularity to just under 1000 vehicles on show. Raising over 
$75,000 for Prostate cancer and supported by the BCOAA since inception of the QLD Club 
Chapter.
http://muscleonthemountain.com.au

12 Jul Historic Queensland 
Premiere Historic National Race Meeting. Dominated by Touring Cars with 240 entrants and 
39 race events of all categories. Headlining are the real deal Heritage Touring Cars Group C 
& A.
https://www.hrcc.org.au/historic%20qld.htm

26 Jul Happy Lap - Lakeside

9 Aug Gold Coast Car Show - Mudgeeraba Showground 
Everything on wheels including trucks, caravans, bikes and sadly Fords!
https://goldcoastcarshow.com.au

30 Aug Happy Lap - QR

8 Sept Car Run – Drive Your Brock Day

4 Oct Happy Lap - Lakeside

8 Nov Car Run - Mt Tambourne
Scenic circuit around Beechmont, Canungra, Tabourine.

6 Dec Christmas Lunch



I dragged the old Rocket out of the shed recently and 
made my way to Rokeby for a gathering of local car 
enthusiasts, called the Ghetto Car Show

There was really a bit of a licorice all-sorts car show, 
with some well Patina-ed offerings on hand.

I walked away with another trophy, for best Holden on 
the day. Here’s some pics from the day.

Nigel

Happy New Year and welcome to the year Twenty 
Twenty.

Will this be the last Decade of Driving? Our cars are 
getting more precious, fuel is getting more expensive, 
fossil fuels are on the nose, driverless vehicles are at 
the visible horizon and the fun police appear to have 
no bounds. 

One thing is for sure – it won’t end this year. Our 
Calendar of events for 2020 has just been finalised and 
gone out via email. It’s packed with old school, full of 
fun and laced with excitement.

When we were young, you would have believed that 
by the year 2020 we would be putting around in 
the air like George Jetson, His boy Elroy, Daughter 
Judy & Jane his Wife. We imagined anything was 
possible. Not to be. Instead we found bureaucratic 
bungling, mismanagement, overregulation, high 
taxation, corporate crime, political correctness, uber 
greeniness, union heavy handidness and high viz 
workware that can now be seen from outer space.

Not a problem. You can still go drive your Brock, join 
like minded people and attend motorsport events just 
the same as has been done since 1980, forty years ago, 
this year.

That’s right, this year is the 40th Anniversary of the 
creation of our creation. Of HDT Special Vehicles as 
well as Commodore’s first ATCC win and Bathurst 
win.

So time to celebrate and live it up while we still 
can. This year it’s Back to Bathurst, Mania on the 
Mountain, Peter’s Panorama – at Brocktober 2020.

Along with Brocktober at Bathurst being confirmed 
for 16th-18th October our 2020 QLD Calendar will 
take us to Car Runs, Motorsport, Track Time and Car 
Club Meetings. Look forward to sharing the good 
times with you and your very special, exclusive, rare 
and exciting old school HDT Brock Commodore.

Cheers - Mick 
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What’s happening in TASWhat’s happening in QLD



1716 BCOAA  /  February 2020   February 2020  /  BCOAA

Bushfire
Relief
cruise

Colin Crane of the Torana Legends Social Cruisers is a man with a Social 
Conscience. He, his wife Fiona and a number of their group have been 
raising awareness of the plight of the poor folk that have been caught up 
in the Tragic Bushfires that worked their way through East Gippsland 
and New South Wales.

They have been collecting non-perishable foods, pet food and produce 
for farm animals – hay, pallets and the like. Colin even shut up shop on 
his Detailing Business to focus solely on collecting, warehousing and 
ultimately, delivering the donations to those affected for much of January.

The call went out via his Facebook page, for like-minded car enthusiasts 
to join together and donate these essential items, then cruise from Officer 
to Traralgon, to personally deliver them to the Relief centre.

Thanks to all of our Club members that donated and cruised down the 
Princes Highway with fellow car / motorbike enthusiasts. 

Here’s some pics taken by Kaye and Matt Hall of the day.

Well done to all involved!!



Our final run of the year was a real highlight, with a 
return to Mark’s private collection. We started the day 
with a hearty breakfast at Lake Parramatta, and once 
our bellies were full we headed off to experience an 
amazing ocular experience. We received a briefing 
before heading in, with the invitation to take as many 
photos as we liked and sit in all the cars we wanted. 
The only restriction was that the location & ownership 
should remain confidential. Further highlighting what 
a privilege our visit was, we were told that there would 
have only been about fifteen other people who’d had 
the opportunity to look through the collection. I’ll let 
the pictures do most of the talking. I’m sure everyone 
had their personal favourite, but an A9X sedan with 
just 206 kms on the odo was outstanding. But then 
you look at one of just three Valencia A9X hatches. 
Then there’s…………..

Thanks very much Jim Middleton for organising our 
visit.

We had our traditional January run to Patonga Beach 
hotel (or The Boathouse, Patonga Beach to give it 
its correct title). Poor weather saw lower than usual 
attendance, with everyone bringing their daily rather 
than a Brock (in fact I believe this is the first time 
since the club kicked off in NSW that we’ve not had a 
Brock on one of our runs). This was encouraged, and 
regardless of the cars it’s always great to get together 
for a chat. A combination of fires discouraging 
holiday-makers, and inclement weather had 
customers at the hotel at around 30% of usual. It was 
certainly the fastest service we’ve ever received as their 
staffing was at usual numbers. 

The repatriation of my VC following its lap of the 
map is now well under way. The tribute bonnet now 
has pride of place hanging from my shed roof as a 
permanent salute to the event. The car went into the 
panel shop early in the new year for some paintwork 
on lower front part of the rear flares plus the sills, 
these having been the areas that suffered the most 
from the trip. Minor touch-ups completed the make-
over. The Repco Retrial saw me tick over 100,000 kms 
completed at my hands since I purchased the car, and 
we’re now set for the next 100,000.

Coming events include the Gnoo Blas Classic at 
Orange, and my highlight of the year – Phillip Island 
Historics in March. May will be here before we know 
it, so make sure you have our annual Westmead 
Children’s Hospital fundraiser held at Bob Jane 
Granville in your diary. As always, it’s the third 
Sunday of May, which this year is 17 May. 

As always there’ll be plenty of other opportunities to 
head out with the club, & I look forward to catching 
up with everyone at meetings & events. 2020 should 
be fantastic!!

Cheers - Phil 

After a generally worrying & disturbing last couple 
of months with the widespread devastating fires, it’s 
nice to have something exciting to look forward to 
– Brocktober at Bathurst!! It doesn’t get much better. 
2020 sees plenty of milestones for us to celebrate. 
Commodore first hit the race-track 40 years ago, 
giving Brock his third & final ATCC win. 1980 also 
saw Brock claim his Bathurst hat-trick of wins with 
Jim Richards. Of most significance to us as owners 
of our very special road cars, was the establishment 
of HDT SV, with VC HDT (Brock) Commodores 
beginning to roll into showrooms in the later part of 
the year. 

If that isn’t enough to get you itching to get to The 
Mountain in October, I don’t know what is!

I spent 2 ½ days at Bathurst for the 12 Hour at the 
end of January/beginning of February. It was as great 
event, with lots of sensational cars, not just on track, 
but also in the carparks & particularly the camp 
grounds. The only problem was the stifling heat, 
which approached 40 degrees. As we were camping 
there was no respite, and I was looking longingly 
across the track at Ridges. If you’ve not been to the 
12 Hour event, I’d certainly recommend it. Camping 
isn’t really my thing, however Ridges rates for a major 
event put it outside my budget. With a 5.45 am start to 
the race proximity is crucial, and it’s nice to be woken 
to the sounds of cars making their way to the grid. I’ve 
been cheering for the Bentleys for years, so it was nice 
to see them pick up their first 12 Hour win. 

No visit to Bathurst is complete without calling in to 
the Motorsport Museum, with both the cars and the 
air conditioning being an enticement. They regularly 
change their display, so I look forward to seeing what’s 
there when we return in October. 

Back to Brock business! Our last meeting of the year 
was at the beginning of December. We did this as a 
‘bring your Brock’ meeting, and we had a number 
of cars, but more importantly a good roll-up of 
members. Unfortunately the fires were in full swing, 
and while the smoke on the balcony where we enjoyed 
our dinner was tolerable, I was amazed to see how 
much ash fell on the cars. Very disturbing times.

About a week before the meeting I thought it would be 

nice to take my Monaro 
out for an afternoon 
drive, given that I’d had 
it at work for a rego 
inspection. I stopped 
at a few (actually not 
many) places to take 
some shots of the car. 
I was amazed when 
only a few days later 
the very same locations 
were popping up on 
Facebook as images 
highlighting the fury 
and devastation of the fires. Scary stuff. I’ve not heard 
of any Brocks having been claimed by the fires, but 
there have been so many classic cars lost that can 
just never be replaced. These of course pale into 
insignificance compared to the pain & suffering of the 
loss of homes and lives. A long road of recovery lay 
ahead.
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What’s happening in NSW



Many of you in the BCOAA and 
wider HDT community would 
know Jennifer Sciberras passed away 
tragically on Thursday, February 13th.

I only knew Jenn personally since 
meeting all of you at our first outing 
at Federation Square in 2016. Having 
followed Dave and Jenn’s exploits on 
Bertie Street and other HDT forums, 
I felt I knew them already as they 
restored their VK and VH years 
earlier. 

They went their own way recently 
and I know many of you have kept in 
contact through your passion for all 
things HDT.

I, on behalf of the BCOAA 
Committee, past and present, would 
like to extend our sincere condolences 
to David and their families on such a 
tragic and heartbreaking loss.

Love you Jenn

Vale 
Jenn

Kilcunda Christmas run
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40 years of Commodore racing                                         

40 years since Dick hit the rock, Brocky tipped 
the Gemini over at the start of Sulman Park,  

rearranged the front of the Commodore and went 
on to win Bathurst.

40 years since Commodore won its first 
Australian Touring Car Championship.

40 Years since Brockie won his third and final 
ATCC driving a VB Commodore for the 

Malboro Holden Dealer Team.

40 years since the launch of HDT Special 
Vehicles.

With all of that to celebrate we thought it was 
appropriate for Brocktober to be held at the mount, 
the mecca of all Brocktoberists BATHURST from 
October 16 to 18.

The format will be similar to other years with 
the weekend kicking off on the Friday night and 
celebrations continuing throughout the weekend.

To get ourselves on the road to Bathurst we have 
booked the hotel (at the Chase) and now need to 
fill the pits ops I mean rooms. To get your place on 
the grid a $150 deposit is required. Full cost will be 
approx $750 for 2 nights ( twin share ). An additional 
night Thursday or Sunday is payable directly to the 
hotel with your own booking.

To place your entry onto the grid the $150 deposit 
(sorry no refunds as we are using it to book the 
rooms) must be transferred into the club bank 
account BSB: 063503  Account 10356053 and don’t 
forget to put your name on the remittance.

So come along and enjoy everything 40, enjoy old 
friends and make new ones.

It’s the big 40 and it’s time to celebrate
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17 February 2020

Dear Holden Family

Today is the toughest of days for us. 

We will be winding down Holden sales, design and engineering operations in Australia and New 
Zealand – and retiring our much-loved Holden brand after a 160-year history.

We are devastated. We love Holden. We know you will all hurting after this news too. 

This is not the outcome we were working towards, but it is one we must accept.

General Motors and Holden tried everything to keep things rolling, but we just could not make it work. 

The Holden leadership team has worked hard to turn around the business for a number of years. 
More recently, we developed a comprehensive plan for substantial investment in our brand, our 
products, the customer experience and more to make Holden successful again.

A brand like Holden deserves investment in a plan to flourish not just limp along – not after it was the 
brand that led the way for so many years.

The brand that won so many Bathurst races and just about everything else there was to win including 
round Australia rallies, racing championships and car of the year awards.

GM leadership considered our plan in depth. We all agonized over this decision.

Regrettably, the turnaround plan we submitted could not generate the return on investment of other 
projects GM has before it.

This decision is in no way a reflection of the expertise and commitment of the Holden family, those 
who love their Holdens like a family member.

The Holden brand and its memorable cars have inspired a rich car club movement. You have been 
fervent guardians of the Holden legacy and will continue to be.

We may be sadly winding down a business, but no one can never take away the icon. A truly 
Australian icon.

On behalf of GM and Holden, I thank you for your unwavering passion for our vehicles, our company 
and our brand. 

We ask that you join us in giving Holden the dignified farewell that it deserves.

Kristian Aquilina - Holden Chairman and Managing Director

NEWS

Plea to the Government

To the Minister for Communications, Cyber Safety and Arts (Hon Paul 

Fletcher), Shadow Minister for the Arts and Industrial Relations (Hon Tony 

Burke), Federal Member for Melbourne (Adam Bandt) and Moveable Heritage,

I’m writing to you on the back of news yesterday of General Motors’ (US) 

decision to cease the use of the Holden brand of motorcars here in Australia 

and New Zealand.

You may or may not be aware that over the time Holden have been operating in 

Australia, Holden have amassed a vast archive of historically significant items 

over their tenure in this once manufacturing proud country of ours.

There have been reports that have surfaced that it is GM’s (US) intention 

to relocate these archives to the United States, removing our heritage and 

historically significant items into their own archives for Australians to no longer 

have ready access to these.

As a constituent of Melbourne, a proud Australian and undeniably lifelong 

Holden supporter I call upon all levels of government to block any move 

attempted by General Motors to remove our history from this country.  I call 

on government to deny export licenses for any Holden heritage vehicles and 

archives.

Holden has been part of Australian fabric and history for over 100 years and 

was the first truly Australian motorcar, a motorcar made by Australians for 

Australians.  I implore you to circulate this amongst your peers, gather further 

support and more importantly a course of action towards saving our history, the 

products, significant documents and items that have been built and collated by 

other proud Australians.

Yours Sincerely

Ashley Steers
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Director to the Here’s a small sample of some behind the 
scenes and some not – so behind the scenes 
documents from the infamous GMH versus 
Peter Geoffrey Brock falling out from our 
resident HDT Archeologist.
Stay tuned over the coming months for more 
instalments. It’s a bit like reading the last page of a 
novel before actually digesting the whole book, as we 
celebrate the birth of HDT Special Vehicles, 40 years 
ago……….

DRAGON
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DEVELOPED AND PERFECTED ON ALL OUR BEASTS

We tried everything. We now make our own.

The Beechey Monaro is one of the many animals we test our car care formulations on. It can take months, even years 
of evaluating and reformulating before we approve any product. Each formulation is a handmade creation of the   

highest quality, to ensure you receive a product that you will love to use as it beautifies, nourishes and protects your car 
from Australia’s harsh climate. We are an Australian family owned company, who live and breathe the car culture,  

so you can be assured you are getting nothing but the best when using anything with our name on it. 

INTRODUCINg OUR LATEST AUSTRALIAN mADE CREATIONS

NANOLICIOUS WASH 
Our dream wash, that 
took our chemists over 
two years to develop 

and perfect.  

RUBBER OFF
Effortlessly cleans racing 
rubber marks from your 
car. Your best mate at 

track days.

LAZY WAX
The fastest and easiest 

way to wax your car,  
ideal for time poor and 

lazy enthusiasts.

BOSS GLOSS
Our speedy detailer 

which leaves an epic 
shine and beautiful  

slick finish. 

TESTED ON ANIMALS
Lang 
Lang
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